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Tém tit: Hién twong da nghia la dic trung phé bién 6 moi ngon ngit do sw phdt trién phong phii cia lich sir va doi song,
ngueoc lai né tao ra tinh da dang va giau c¢é cia ngon ngir. Tiéng Viét ciing khong nam ngodi dong phdt trién dé. Bai viét
trinh bay co ché hinh thanh nghia goc — nghia chuyén, cdc quan hé nghia trong tir da nghia, va minh hoa qua tiéng Viét
Véi cde tie nhie “d6” va “an”. Phdn tich cho thdy nghia ciia tir chiu anh hwéng sdu sdc cia vin hod dan tc, dién cé va boi
canh xa hoi, qua do khcfng dinh muén hiéu dcfy dii mét tir can hiéu cd nén van hod tao ra né.

Tir khéa: tir da nghia, tiéng Viét
POLYSEMY IN VIETNAMESE

Abstract: Polysemy is a common feature of all languages, arising from the rich development of history and social life;
conversely, it contributes to the diversity and richness of language itself. Vietnamese is no exception to this developmental
trend. This article presents the mechanisms by which basic meanings and derived meanings are formed, the semantic
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relations within polysemous words, and illustrates these through Vietnamese examples such as “do” (“red”) and “an” (“to

eat”). The analysis shows that word meaning is profoundly influenced by national culture, classical allusions, and social

context, thereby affirming that to fully understand a word, one must also understand the culture that created it.
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I. PAT VAN DE

Trong moi ngén ngir tu nhién, hién tuong tur
da nghia vira 1a két qua cua qua trinh phét trién
lich st — xa hoi 1au dai, vura 1a dong luc tao nén
su phong pht va linh hoat cta hé théng tir vung.
Tiéng Viét, véi bé day van hod va lich st, ciing
khong nam ngoai quy luat d6. Trén thuc té, rat
nhiéu don vi tor vung quen thudc nhu do, xanh, an,
ddnh, thwong, duyén, dong bdo... déu mang trong
minh mot ciu tric nghia téng bac, noi nghia géc
va cac nghia chuyén dan xen, goi mé nhiing chiéu
kich van hoa — xa hdi déc thu cia nguoi Viét. Tuy
nhién, trong giang day, nghién ctru va dich thut,
hién twong da nghia thuong duoc tiép can chi
yéu tir binh dién ngit nghia thuin tuy, trong khi
cac téng nghia van hoa, biéu tuong, dién cb, dién
tich... chua dugc chi ¥ ding muc. Diéu nay c6
thé dan dén viéc hiéu tir ngt mdt cach phién dién,
may moc, dic biét khi ddi chiéu — dich sang cac
ngodn ngit khac. Xuat phat tir thuc té do, bai viét
Ivra chon tiép can hién tuong tor da nghia trong
tiéng Viét trén nén tang ngit nghia — vin hoa, tip
trung phan tich co ché hinh thanh nghia goc —
nghia chuyén, cac quan hé nghia trong cau triic
da nghia va minh hoa qua nhiing truong hop tiéu
biéu, nhim goép phan 1am rd méi gin két hiru co
gitra tir veng va van hoa dan toc.
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II. NOI DUNG NGHIEN CUU

2.1. Hién tuwgng tir da nghia

Hién tuong da nghia 1a mot hién tuong phé bién
¢ moi ngon ngilr. Hién tugng nay dugc sinh ra tir
su phong phu va phat trién cua doi sdng, va nguoc
lai, no tao ra tinh da dang phong phu ctia ngén ngi.

Hién twong da nghia biéu hién mot cach dic trung
va dién hinh & cAp d6 tir ving — ngir nghia. O cap do
nay, hién tuong da nghia gin lién véi dic diém cua
tir, va thé hién dic diém ciu tao va phat trién caa hé
thong tir vung — ngit nghia ctia ngdn ngi.

C6 thé noi rang, khi méi sinh ra thi mdi tir chi
c6 mot nghia, va dudi tdc dong cua thoi gian, sy
phat trién ctia xd hoi, van hoa va ngdn ngit, mot
tir ¢6 thé co thém nhiéu nghia méi, c6 thé goi 1a
nghia chuyén. Theo tac gia Lé Quang Thiém, tir
da nghia 13 tir ma ndi dung bao gdm mét s6 nghia
khac nhau, cac nghia nay 1ap thanh mot hé thong
nam trong cic mdi quan hé lién két véi nhau,
gdm mat vai nét nghia chung va nhiéu nét nghia
loai biét thuong biéu thi cac dbi twong khac nhau
nhung lai dugc dat co sé trén mot su giéng nhau
vé chirc nang, hinh thirc hodc thudc tinh nao dé
ctia d6i tuong.

Dbi voi co cdu cua tir da nghia, dau tién ta xem
x¢ét cac nghia cd trong mdt tir da nghia, hay goi la
dung lugng nghia cua tir da nghia. Thir hai, chung
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ta xem xét dén cac quan hé nghia ciia cac nghia
nay, bao gom ké tiép, song song va xen k&.

Trong tiéng Viét, c6 rat nhidu tir da nghia, nhur
“an”, “danh”, “chiu”, “xanh” hay “di”. Léy vi du
voi tu “do” trong tiéng Viét, day cting 1a mot tir co
hién tuong da nghia. Xét vé binh dién dung lugng
nghia, tir “dd” c6 nhitng nghia sau:

Nghia gbc: Mau do, mau ciia mau, cua lira, cia
son, cua hoa, cia qua chin, v.v.

Nghia chuyén:

0 M rong vé mau sic:

» Trang thai cua da (mat dd)

» Trang thai sinh li, viém (mét do)

0 M¢ rdng theo biéu tuong van hod xa hoi:

* Sy may min ngdu nhién trong vin hoa
phuong PBong (bao li xi do, den bac do tinh)

= Khuynh hudng chinh tri (chu nghia xa hoi,
chu nghia cong san): La co do sao vang, khan do.

0 M¢ rong theo huong an du hodc ngir canh:

= Chi sy canh bao, nguy hiém, can cht y: Canh
béo cip do do (1a thang cao nhét trong hé thong
canh bao), den do.

= Chi sy cing thang: Cudc dau dién ra do lira.

Xét vé quan hé nghia, cac nét nghia cua tir “do”
c6 thé duoc phan tich nhu sau:

~

Nghia 6: Cam xuc

Nghia 2: Mau dé
trang thai sinh 1y cia

(do miit)
Nghia 7: Bénh li
(mit do)

Biéu twong may mén

Nghia 3: Tinh tir chi
may man

(Phong bao li xi do)

. J

-

Phat dat, thuén loi (Gap

/N

Nghia 1: Mau do -
mau sic cia mau,
son, V.V.

do, ngay do)

A

Nghia 8: Phong trao
cach mang (phong trao

Nghia 4: Biéu tirgng
cach mang

co do)

/N

Nghia 9: Chinh tri (c&
do, khan do, sao do)

A

'd ™

Nghia 10: Pén dé (dén
giao thong)

Nghia 5: Biéu twong
an du (nguy hiém,
canh bao)

Nghia 11: Bién cam

A "y

Y 'd
"y A

Nghia 12: Canh béo cép
do do ve chat lrgng
khong khi 6 nhiém.

A

Minh hoa: Cdc nét nghia ciia tir “do” trong tié:ng Viét
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Nghia 1, 2, 6 cta tur d6 hay nghia 1, 4, 8, 9 co
quan hé ké tiép, la quan h¢ dac trung cho tr ma
cac nghia lién két nhau theo t6 chirc don tuyén.

Nghia 2, 3,4 va 5 cua tir do co quan hé song song.

Nghia 1, 6 c6 quan h¢ xen k& song song vi mau do
chi cam xtc trong “dd mat” vira biéu hién mau séc,
vira ¢6 an du hinh anh khuén mat chuyén mau do.

2.2. Hién twong tir da nghia trong tiéng Viét

Nhu di trinh bay, hién twong da nghia xuat
hién & moi ngdn ngir, va c6 dong luc tir sy phat
trién cua xa hoi, van hoé. Chinh vi vay, nghTa cua
rat nhiéu tir trong mot ngon ngir s€ bi chi phdi boi
van hoa cua dat nudc ay.

Céc tlr ban dau thuong chi mang mot nghia,
gitip con ngudi thud so khai cé thé biéu dat dugc
mot sy vat hay hién tuong trong thé gidi khach
quan. Ngay & thoi diém ban dau nay, mdi ving
dat, lanh thd da co nhiing sy khac biét nhét dinh
vé dia li, dia chat va thién nhién. Sau nay, do su
phat trién cua xa hoi, nhiéu sy vat, hién tugng
méi can duoc goi tén, tham chi c6 c4 nhitng su
vat hién tugng vo hinh, hoan toan 1a triru tugng.
Trong khi d6, lugng tir vung trong mot ngdn ngir
c6 thé noi 1a ¢b dinh, nén con ngudi da gan nhimng
nét nghia mai cho cac tur cli, gip con nguoi co
thé goi tén dugc nhiéu su vat hién tugng hon.
Bén canh do, dé viéc giao tiép c¢6 hiéu suit cao
hon, con nguoi cling c6 xu hudng thich “noi it
hiéu nhiéu”, vi vay 1a tir vung ciing duoc thém
vao nhiing nét nghia maoi.

Chinh vi 1€ do, xa hdi cang phat trién, thi anh
hudng cia vin hod xa hoi s€ canh c6 anh hudng
nhiéu dén nghia ctia mot ti.

Pau tién, c6 mot sb tir tuy khong nhiéu nghia,
nhung that kho dé giai nghia nhiing tir ay bang
mdt tir duy nhét ciia ngon ngit khac ma c6 thé thé
hién duoc hét cac khia canh nghia cua tir 6. Vi
du, tir “dong bao”, tir “thurong”, tir “duyén” hay tir
“than phan” trong tiéng Viét rat kho co thé dugc
dich mot cach chinh xac sang ngon ngir khac ma
khong kém theo giai thich dé c6 thé hiéu hét céc
nét nghia cua nhu’ng tir ay. Két tlnh tir truyén
thdng dén tdc, niém tin va cudc song tin ngudng
ctia nguoi Viét ma nhiing to ngtr ay dugc ra doi,
thé hién khong chi mot sy vat hién tugng cu thé
ma kém theo nhiéu y niém tham thuy ma nhimng
tir 4y mang theo.

“Pong bao” khong chi 1a nguoi dan, ma con
la nhitng nguoi sinh ra tor mot “boc trung” cua
me Au Co. Khi ding tir “dong bao”, ngudi ta 4m
chi dén nhiing nguoi cung dat nudc, mang theo
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nhiing dic diém va tinh cach twong ddng nhau, va
luén yéu thuong dum boc 1an nhau nhu anh em
cung me¢ cung cha.

Tir “thuong” & mién Béc khong han chi 13 yéu,
ma 13 trang thai tinh cam thuong thé hién bang sy
quan tim va chim so6c ddi phuong vo diéu kién,
hét long hét sirc.

Tir “duyén” khong han chi 1a “destiny” — s6
phan mang tinh troi dinh, ma con c¢6 ¥ nghia gin
b6 nhu ¢6 hen ude, gan bé tir nhimng kiép trude.

Tur “than phan” thuong dugc hiéu 1a dia vi xa
hoi thép hén hodc canh ngd khong may ma con
nguoi khong sao thoat khoi dugc, do ) phén dinh
doat (theo quan niém duy tam).

“Tét” du c6 thé dich 1a “Lunar New Year”,
nhung ham chtra trong d6 13 ca mot thé giéi quan
vé sum hop, cdi nguén, doan vién, tuc 1€ truyén
théng, la hanh phuc, vi vay ching ta noi 1a “vui
nhu Tét”.

“Khén” khong chi 1a hanh déng mong udc
cau xin don thuan ma con 1a biéu hién cua niém
tin tdm linh, sy giao tiép va két ndi giita con
nguoi voi thé gidi siéu nhién va ong ba to tién,
thé hién 1ong thanh kinh, khiém nhuong, ¥ thic
vé coi ngudn, dao 1y “udng nudc nhd ngudn”
cua nguoi Viét.

D6i v6i nhing tir nhiéu nghia, khi giai nghia
nhiing tir iy, ngoai nhiing nghia hién nhién, chac
chin chiing ta khong thé bo qua nhirng ham nghia
van hod. N§i dung cua tir van hoa luoén phan anh
nhitng nét doc dao vé van hoa ngdn ngir khi dbi
sanh n6 voi cdc tr vung tuong rng & mot ngdn
ngit khic. Trong giGi Viét ngit hoc, tac gia Nguyén
Vin Chién quan niém tir khéa hay con goi 1a tir
vung van hoa, “trudc hét phai 1a don vi tir vung
(lexical unit) co ban trong vbn tir van hoa ciia mot
ngon ngit. Thong qua nghia va ciu triic ngit nghia,
tu khoa hudng té1 nhitng khai niém co6 lién quan
dén cac dic trung van hoa tdc nguoi nhét dinh”
(1). Khi giai nghia, tir khoa ludn bi chi phdi boi
nhitng quy tic vin hoa, ngon ngit dic thu ciia mot
toc nguoi (cac dac trung van hda tdc nguoi, cac
cach tu duy cdu tao tir, v.v.). Mt khac, tir khoa
van hoéa, voi tu cach 1a ky hiéu co ban ctia ngon
ngtr, luon hudng tdi viée phan anh cac sy vat hién
tugng, dac tinh, v.v. cua thé gidi bén ngoai ngdn
ngit, day ciing chinh 13 san pham vin hoa vat thé,
phi vat thé ciia mot toc nguoi cu thé. Chuc nang
dinh danh ctia ky hiéu tir van hoa khong nim ngoai
co ché dinh danh cuia k¥ hiéu tir n6i chung nhung
lai tap trung vao mét pham vi hep hon, trong viéc
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bleu thi nhu:ng su vat, hién tuong, ddc tinh, V.v.
von 1a két qua truc tiép hay gian tiép ciia mot nén
van hoa cu thé thong qua vai tro lao dong, nhan
thirc, kham pha thé gi6i ctia con ngudi.

Ngoai vi du tir “d60” nhu da trinh bay ¢ trén, tir
“an” 1a madt trong nhitng tr c6 hién twong da nghla
v6i dung lugng nghla rat 1on. Co thé noi ring,
do anh hudng ctia nén nong nghi¢p lua nudc, va
nhing giai doan kho cuc, coi trong mleng an cua
con ngudi ma tir “an” lai cang mang nhiéu nghia
quan trong hon trong van hod nguoi Viét khi dugc
két hop véi nhing tir khac nhau:

An: Pua thirc dn vao miéng, nhai nudt dé nudi
sdng co thé

An néi: khong chi gdbm an va noi, ma con la
cach cu xur cua mot nguoi

An dién, an xang: tiéu thu cai gi 6 nhiéu

An cip, an trom, an hdi 16: chiém doat, 14y cai
gi do.

An ¢d, an cudi, an Tét: khong chi an ma con la
choi, 1a thuéng thirc khong khi 18 hoi

An don, an méng: phai chiu danh mang

An diém, 3n gidi, an khach, an anh: dugc
huong loi

An mon, in sau: chi tic dong 1én bé mit, vat chat

An khép, dn y: chi sy phu hgp, twong thich

Vay néu mot nguoi sir dung tiéng Viét khong
phai 1a tiéng me dé thi rat khé c6 thé hiéu dugc hét
tat ca cac nét nghia va li do cho nhing nét nghia
do6 cua tr an.

Ngoai ra, c6 nhitng tir ngit, hay cum cb dinh
xuat phét tir dién co, dién tich, truyén co tich va
truyén dan gian gin lién hoan toan v4i mot xi hoi
va mot nén vin hoa cu thé. Ta c6 thé nhin vao
nhiing vi du sau:

“Xanh” trong tiéng Viét thuong chi niém hy
vong, su tré trung, nhung trong tiéng Anh lai 4m
chi ndi budn, con ngudi Puic lai dung n6 dé noi 1a
tinh trang say xin.

“P¢” trong trong van hod Viét Nam noi riéng
va phu:ong Dong noéi chung thu’orng mang nghia
may man, thudng dugc dung dé trang tri nha ctra,
bét ngudn tir viée sir dung mau do dé trir ta dudi
tha dir trong van hoa dan gian Trung Qudc, con
v6i nguoi phuong Tay o thé gan voi bao luc, su
canh bao hay nguy hiém.

“Xuan téc do™: thu’orng am chi nhu:ng nguorl
phét 1én bat ngo, thiéu thuc luc, tro trdo, bat ngudn
tir nhan vat ciing tén trong tiéu thuyét “S6 do” ciia
nha van Vi Trong Phung. Con nhan vat Becky

Sharp trong trong tiéu thuyét Vanity Fair (Hoi cho
phu hoa) cua cua William Makepeace Thackeray
lai c6 ngudn gdc 1a nhan vat nit chinh c6 tinh cach
lau ca va c6 khiéu hai hude. Néu khong doc tac
pham, hiéu vé thoi thé x3d hoi va vin hoa ciia mdi
qudc gia tai ding thoi diém Ay thi rat kho cé thé
hiéu dugc chinh xac tir ngit ma nhiing céi tén nay
mang lai.

“Tai 6ng mét ngua, ai biét hoa hay phuc” duoc
dung dé an ui ngudi dang gip kho khan, hoa c6
thé bién thanh phuc, va phuc co thé trd thanh hoa,
bat ngudn tir cau chuyén dan gian 6ng ldo mat
ngua cia Trung Qudc.

“AQ” dé 4m chi nhitng nguoi cam chiu, ty an
ui minh mdt cach phi ly dé vuot qua moi bat hanh
v6i cai goi 1a “AQ tinh than thiang loi phap”, bat
ngudn tir tic pham AQ chinh truyén ciia nha van
L5 Tén.

“Got chan Asin” (Achilles’ heel) chi diém yéu
chi tir cia ai d6, bt ngudn tir than thoai Hy Lap
— Achilles.

“Three sheets to the wind” trong tiéng Anh
nghia 14 say bi ti, do néu ca ba diy budng 1dng,
thuyén mat kiém soat, gibng nhu nguoi say xin,
bit ngudn tir truyén théng di bién lau doi cua
nguoi dan dao Anh.

Tac gia Lé Quang Thiém, tiép thu, ké thira cac
tac gia trong va ngoai nudc, can cir vao cac loai
phong cach chirc ning da cho rang tir phan tich
cac hudng tiép can va ap dung kién giai phan loai
cac kiéu nghia dan trén, c6 thé tao ra mot khung
mo hinh dé thuc hién dbi chiéu nghia tir vung vin
hoa. Khung mé hinh d6i chiéu tir vung van hoa
dugc thé hién bang 3 vong tron sau:

1. Hat nhan nghia tir vung cua tir (Hat nhan co
thé 1a nghia khai quat, triru trong thudc tang nghia
tri tu¢ c6 nghia khai niém thong thudng hoac khai
niém khoa hoc).

2. Tang nghia thuo’ng dung trong giao tiép
thong thuo’ng ¢6 nghia biéu thi hodc biéu chi.

3. Tang nghia phat hién sang tao vin hoa, biéu
tuong va y ni€ém hoda do trai nghiém, tu duy, sang
tao, cach nhin, cach cam cua tirng ca nhéan, cong
ddng c6 nghia biéu trung, biéu tuong.

Tém lai, viée gidi nghia tir vung hay hiéu sau
sic tat ca cac nét nghia ctia mot tir nhat thiét phai
hiéu van hoa ctia ngdn ngir ay, boi mdi tir ngir déu
an chua trong n6 nhitng y niém bét ngudn tir su
phat trién cua xa hoi, sang tao cua van hod va tu
duy cta cong ddng qua nhiéu thé hé.
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1. KET LUAN

Qua viéc khao sat va phan tich hién tugng tu
da nghia trong tiéng Viét, co thé thdy céu triic
nghia cua tir khong chi 13 van dé thudn ngit nghia
ma con la “kho luu trir” nhiing trai nghiém lich
sir, tim thirc va hé gia tri vin hoa ciia cong dong
nguoi Viét. Tu nhitng vi du nhu do, an, déng bao,
thuong, duyén, than phan, Tét, khan. .., bai viét
cho thdy mdi nghia méi cua tir thuong gan voi
mot bdi canh van hod — xa hoi nhat dinh, dugc
hinh thanh qua tién trinh 4n du hoa, biéu twong
hoa va ¥ niém hod lau dai. Pidu nay 1y giai vi

sao nhiéu don vj tur vung tiéng Viét khé c6 thé
dich “mo{t — mot” sang ngdn ngt khac ma khong
kem theo chu giéi vian hoa. Két qua nghién ciru
goi y rang moi nd luc miéu ta, glang day hay d6i
chiéu tir vung tleng Viét déu can dit trong tuong
quan chit ché véi nén vin hod san sinh ra tir ngit
d6. Viéc hiéu sau hién tugng tir da nghia vi thé
khong chi gitip 1am rd ddc diém tir vung — ngit
nghia tiéng Viét, ma con mé ra hudéng tiép can
lién nganh gitra ngdn ngtr hoc va nghién ctru van
ho4, dac biét hitu ich cho cong tac day — hoc tiéng
Viét nhu ngoai ngit va dich thuat.
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